
94+ “Medium ruby-purple, the 2018 Game Trail Cabernet Sauvignon has intense aromas of black 
fruits with accents of tar, earth, iron and leather. The palate is full-bodied and grainy with broody, 
still youthfully wound fruits and appealing hints of gravel, mint and spice that hint at more 
development to come with another couple of years in bottle.”  - E.B., 6/2021 
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Game Trail Cabernet Sauvignon 2018
Yorkville Highlands, California

ESTATE
Starting with only a handful of purchased grapes in 1978, Marietta Cellars has been a standout winery in Sonoma and 
Mendocino since the very start. Founded by Chris Bilbro, a Sonoma native with winemaking roots dated back three 
generations, Marietta rose to prominence with its revolutionary Old Vine Red, a California red blend that essentially 
created the category. The winery has slowly expanded its estate holdings over the past thirty years, evolving into a 
beacon for high quality, balanced Cabernet Sauvignon, Zinfandel, and Rhône variety blends.

WINE
The Yorkville Highlands are the mountain pass between the north end of Alexander Valley and the west end of Anderson 
Valley. From a high elevation site with coastal influence and large diurnal shifts, the Game Trail Cabernet offers an intense, 
fragrant, savory, and fresh style of Cabernet that speaks of site and demands to be paired with food. This area, with trails 
worn by mushroom hunters and wild game that travel through the woods, was a refuge for Chris Bilbro, who hunted 
here and searched for Chanterelles. The mushroom on the label is a tribute to this unique place and its significance.

VINEYARD
The small block of Cabernet Sauvignon used for the Game Trail Cabernet is perched looking south from 1,400 feet 
elevation up on the ridge. Coastal influence and large diurnal swings create small berries, thick skins, deep pigmentation, 
and tons of structure. Clone 6 Cabernet sets sparingly with berries the size of blueberries and no fruit to fruit contact, so 
it is cane pruned and left to hang as many clusters as possible.  
Farming: The Game Trail Cabernet Sauvignon 2017 is made from 100% estate fruit, all of which is organically farmed

WINEMAKING
Variety: 100% Cabernet Sauvignon 
Fermentation: In stainless steel tanks
Aging: 20 months in neutral barrel
Alcohol: 14.8%

VINTAGE
The 2018 Harvest was a grower’s dream, but it was not without its exciting moments. Spring rains encouraged 
healthy roots and set up great canopies. The fruit set and cluster development were flawless. Then August and 
September clocked in as mild, even bordering on cool,  but the vines kept working and the first lovely, perfectly 
ripe fruit was harvested in September. Early October rains soaked the second half of the crop, but miraculously, 
the storms failed to materialize, providing a long, dry October and November.  

MARIETTA CELLARS

Winemaker Scot Bilbro has been at the helm of Marietta since 2012; his father, Chris Bilbro, founded the winery in 1978.
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